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ÁLƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ Χ
-Extent of integration 

-Properties of integrated policies

-Policy-specific modes of governance in the EU

-Political context

Starting point: EEA as a model of differentiated integration

Souce: Figure hasbeencompiledby Frank Schimmelfennig, ETH Zurich. 



ÁEFTA preferences
-Policy-specific and intergovernmental integration

-Decision making power for relevant policies

-Permanent opt-outs

ÁEU principles
-Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΩ 

-Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΩ

-Ψ.ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ

Historical and political context of the EEA [1]



ÁOutcome: EEA Agreement:
-Global approach

-Two-pillar structure

-No right to vote for EEA EFTA States

-Very limited access to the EU legislators

ÁAim of the EEA: dynamic homogeneity

ÁPurpose of the EEA: managing diversity

Historical and political context of the EEA [2]



Scope of the EEA Agreement



Level of integration provided by the EEA Agreement

Share of EU law incorporated into the EEA Agreement

Á 11.2 % of EU regulations and directives adopted by the EU 
between 1994 and 2015 (including amending law)

Á 19.6 % of EU regulations and directives in force on 31 December 2015 
(not amending law)

Á 21.9 % of EU regulations and directives adopted by the EU Council and EU Parliament 
between 1994 and 2015 (including amending law)

Á 50.3 % of basic EU regulations and directives adopted by the EU Council 
and EU Parliament in force on 31 December 2012 (very strict interpretation 
of basic acts) 

In a nutshell: 

Á Level of integration difficult to measure

Á EU legal acts are of different relevance and therefore not a good indicator to measure level of 
integration

Á {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 99! 9C¢! ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ Ψтл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ 9¦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƳƛǎƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ   

For more information see Frommelt, C. (2017), In search for effective external differentiated integration, Liechtenstein Institute. 



Level of integration across policy fields
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Note: Comparison of EEA secondary law with EU secondary law based on EU directory 31 December 2015; only basicdirectives and 
regulations; for more information see Frommelt, C. In search for effective external differentiated integration, Liechtenstein Institute. 

In a nutshell: 

Á Level of integration various across 
policy fields

Á Rarely full or zero correspondence 
of EU and EEA acquis 



Level of integration across policy fields
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Note: Comparison of EEA secondary law with EU secondary law based on EU directory 31 December 2015; only basicdirectives and 
regulations; for more information see Frommelt, C. In search for effective external differentiated integration, Liechtenstein Institute. 

In a nutshell: 

Á Variation in the level of integration 
due to delayed incorporation



Institutional framework of the EEA Agreement

Source: EFTA Secretariat(text boxesaddedby the author) . 



Policy cycle of the EEA

EU policyshaping

EEA decisionmaking

In a nutshell: 

Á Complex policy cycle 

Á Homogeneity against the background of different 
institutions and different institutional principles 

Source: EFTA Secretariat(text boxesaddedby the author) . 



ÁLegally anchored decision shaping rights:
-Seconded national experts

-EEA EFTA comments

- Involvement of EEA EFTA experts

-Commission committees

-EEA Joint Committee and EEA Council

ÁΨ/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩ 
(Article 99)

Á/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ψƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ό!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ффύ

Á Informal decision shaping mechanism
-Political dialogue and lobbying with EU bodies, in 

particular EU Council

-Political dialogue and lobbying with EU member states 

EU policy shaping

In a nutshell: 

Á Policy shaping more appropriate 
ǘŜǊƳ όΨōǊƻŀŘŜǊΩύ

Á Coordination at EFTA level could 
be improved to administrate 
access to comitology and expert 
groups

Á EEA EFTA States have to take 
advantages of possibilities 
offered by EU policy shaping

Á Policy shaping crucial for the EEA

ü Purpose of policy shaping is to 
increase efficiency of the EEA 
rather than its legitimacy


